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Protestant opinion was stirred to profound anger, and follow-
ing the news, fanning passion still more, came the first of the
hundreds of refugees who fled to England from the terror.
Even the friends of France in a moment became Its violent
haters. A word of extenuation, and swords left their scabbards,
Londoners held meetingss and along with less responsible
preachers called for retaliation on their own papists. The stalder
bishops poured out their fears and counsels In letters to Burgh-
ley: deprive all Catholics of their weapons3 they urged; remove
them from the Queen's presence, set a strong guard of Pro-
testants about her, watch the City and the Tower, make a firm
league with the Protestants in Scotland and Germany; Almighty
God has oft called upon us and showed his favourable counter
nance, and yet we heedlessly despise his counsel; God send to
the Queen's Majesty ears that she may hear, and a teachable
heart that she may understand. The belief In a Catholic League
to exterminate Protestantism gained new and terrifying con-
firmation,, It was only natural for Protestants to believe that the
Massacre had been long premeditated and planned in collabora-
tion with the Pope and Spain. The English coast was put In a
state of defence, the navy ordered to sea with speed, and all was
vigilance.

When the French ambassador asked for an audience to con-
vey the official explanation of the Massacre, Elizabeth kept him
waiting three days, and then, surrounded by many of her coun- "
cillors and the chief ladies of the Court, received him In dead
silence. Advancing a few paces, with a sad and stern, yet not
unfriendly face, she let him salute her, and leading him aside to
a window-recess listened to the pathetic but diplomatic lies that
were meant to cover the King's action. Her reply was dignified,
accepting the explanation, but rather as It became her to accept
a King's word, and not extenuating the vile criminality of the
deed one whit. Break with France she dared not; condone the
Massacre she would not.

In the general alarm, all men cried out against that * dangerous
traitress and pestilence of Christendom \ Mary; with additional
reason, because the Massacre had brought back into power het;